PSC REF#:432912

BROADBAND EXPANSION GRANT APPLICATION
For Fiscal Year 2022

Primary Applicant (Name and Address): Applications MUST be UPLOADED to ERF via the

. Commission’s website
ComeElec Services, Inc ’

http://psc.wi.gov/apps35/ERF upload/content/mymen

4190 Pennsylvania Avenue #1

Dubuque, IA 52002 u.aspx. Refer to section 2.3 for detailed instructions.

Applications are due and MUST be uploaded to ERF no
later than: March 17, 2022 at 4:00pm (16:00) Central
Time. Late applications will not be accepted.

Contact for further information:
PSCStatebroadbandoffice@wisconsin.gov

Date:
December 1, 2021

The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin is seeking applications for Broadband Expansion Grants. The
Commission may award one or more grants during Fiscal Year 2022 to public and private entities that meet the
eligibility requirements set forth in Wis. Stat. § 196.504. This grant round will be funded with bond proceeds
authorized by the Wisconsin Building Commission pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 13.48(30). As such, successful
applicants are subject to the requirements of Wis. Stat. § 13.48(30). Successful applicants will demonstrate a
clear and achievable plan to improve broadband communications services in one or more underserved areas in
the State.

Applicant Certification: In signing this application, the undersigned verifies under penalty of perjury that the
Applicant and its employees and agents have not, either directly or indirectly, entered into any agreement or
participated in any collusion or otherwise taken any action in restraint of free competition with respect to this
application; that no attempt has been made to induce any other person or firm to submit or not to submit an
application; that this application has been independently arrived at without collusion with any other proposer,

competitor or potential competitor; that this application has not been knowingly disclosed prior to the opening of

applications to any other applicant or competitor; that all of the responses and representations of Applicant in

this application are true and correct to the best of the undersigned’s knowledge, information, and belief; and that

Applicant agrees to, accepts, and will comply with all of the terms and conditions respecting this application and
any award of a broadband expansion grant as may be established in a grant award Agreement.

Name of Authorized Representative (Type or Print) Title Phone (563) 556-6526
Tim Burbach President
Signature of Authorized Representative Date

March 15, 2022
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SUMMARY OF GRANT APPLICATION

Primary Applicant Name
ComeElec Services, Inc

Amount of Broadband Grant Request (round to nearest dollar)
$958,085

Federal Employer Identification No.
42-1317843

Amount of Matching Funds Pledged (round to nearest dollar)
$321,362

Contact Name and Title
Tim Burbach, President

Total Cost of Proposed Project (round to nearest dollar)
$1,279,447

Telephone Number
563-556-6526

Project Name
Expansion of Grant Broadband with 23 New Site Locations

E-mail Address(es)
TimBurbach@yousq.net

Type of Proposed Broadband Service (FTTH, Cable, DSL, etc.)
Fixed Wireless

Grant Manager, if different than Primary Applicant
Lafayette Development Corporation

Type of Proposed Project (Last-mile, Middle-Mile, backbone, other)
Middle-mile and Last-mile

Grant Manager Contact Name
Abby Haas

Grant Manager Email Address and Telephone Number
abby.haas@lafayettecountywi.org; 608-776-4860

If the application proposes a public-private partnership, list the names, addresses, and FEINs of the partner companies or organizations
Lafayette Development Corporation | 627 Washington Street Darlington, W1 53530 | 39-1938556
Grant County Development Corporation | 1800 Bronson Blvd Fennimore, W1 53809 | 39-1570449

Brief Project Description (2 sentences)

ComeElec is proposing 23 new tower sites dispersed throughout Grant County in order to provide internet service to a large
number of un/underserved residents and businesses. The sites are strategically placed to attempt to cover very large

un/underserved areas.

Maximum Proposed Download Transmission Speed
100 Mbps

Maximum Proposed Upload Transmission Speed
100 Mbps

Minimum Proposed Download Speed to Customer Location
40 Mbps

Minimum Proposed Upload Transmission Speed to Customer Location
20 Mbps

County or Counties served by this project
Grant County

Community or Communities served by this project

Cities: Platteville, Lancaster, Cuba City

Villages: Hazel Green, Potosi, Stitzer, Bloomington, Patch
Grove, Livingston, Montfort, Bagley, Mount Hope
Townships: Hazel Green, Jamestown, Smelser, Paris,
Platteville, Potosi, Lima, Ellenboro, South Lancaster, Millville,
Mount Hope, Patch Grove, Wyalusing, Bloomington. Little
Grant, Cassville, Waterloo, Beetown, Fennimore, Wingville,
North Lancaster, Liberty, Clifton, Harrison



mailto:abby.haas@lafayettecountywi.org

List of the broadband service providers, if any, currently serving the area the applicant proposes to serve
ComeElec, Bug Tussel, HughesNet, ViaSat Inc, Skycasters, Verizon Wireless, United States Cellular Corporation

Does proposed project serve an unserved area of the State, as
defined in Section 1.4 of the application instruction? (yes/no)
Yes

Is the Applicant certified as a Broadband Forward! Community or
Telecommuter Forward! Community, or does the grant project
propose to serve a Broadband Forward! Community or
Telecommuter Forward! Community? (yes/no)

Yes

For last mile projects or component the expected number of
Business Locations that will have access to the improved
broadband service (i.e., total business locations passed or with new
service access).

303

For last mile projects or components the expected number of
Residential Locations that will have access to the improved
broadband service (i.e., total residential locations passed or with new
service access).

4,178

Of the improved business locations, how many locations are
unserved?
unknown

Of the improved residential locations, how many are unserved?
18

For providers that are eligible telecommunications carriers will the
proposed broadband service be available to Lifeline customers?
(yes/no)

N/A

Are there any programs available for low-income households to
access low-cost service or discounts? (yes/no)
No

Is the internet service provider currently participating in the
Emergency Broadband Benefit Program? (yes/no)
No

Is the internet service provider currently participating in the
Department of Public Instruction and CESA purchasing’s Digital
Learning Bridge? (yes/no)

No

Did the internet service provider participate in the Public Service
Commission’s voluntary Broadband Coverage Data Collection in
20217 (yes/no)

Yes




FY22 Broadband Expansion Grant Application

Budget & Income Summary

Wisc’i‘%sin

Broadband Office

Please complete this form using Microsoft Excel. A PDF copy must be attached to your application as page four. In addition,
this form must also be uploaded to ERF in Excel format.

Grant Summary

Grant Applicant:

Project:

ComeElec Internet Services

Expansion of Grant Broadband with 23 New Site Locations

Budget

Line: Description / Category: Grant Funds: Match: Total:

1 Contractual, Consultant Fees S - S - S -

2 Equipment S 703,212.00 | $ 234,404.00 | $ 937,616.00

3 Supplies S 214,973.47 | $ 71,657.82 | $ 286,631.29

4 Labor (Salary, Fringe) S 41,400.00 | $ 13,800.00 | S 55,200.00

5 Permitting, Licensing Fees S - S - S -

6 Travel S - S - S -

7 Other S (1,500.00)| $ 1,500.00 | $ -
Total: S 958,085.47 | S 321,361.82 | S 1,279,447.29

25.1% match requested

Pledged Contributions

#: Entity: Entity Type: Pledge Type: Pledge:

1 Grant County Economic Development Corporation Partner Cash S 1,000.00

2 Lafayette Development Corporation Partner Cash S 500.00

3 ComeElec Internet Services Applicant Cash S 319,861.82

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Total:| S 321,361.82

Public Service Commision FY22 BBEG App
Wisconsin Broadband Office Page 1| 1 Budget Income Summary
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3.2 Mandatory application requirements

3.2.1 Applicant identification and contact information

a. Applicant:
ComeElec Internet Services
4190 Pennsylvania Avenue #1
Dubuque, |IA 52002
Tim Burbach
1 (563)-556-6526
timburbach@yousq.net

b. Partners:
Grant County Economic Development Corporation
Attn: Ron Brisbois
1800 Bronson Blvd
Fennimore, WI 53809
gcedc@grantcounty.org

Lafayette Development Corporation
Attn: Abby Haas

627 Washington Street

Darlington, WI 53530
Abby.haas@lafayettecountywi.org
608-776-4860

c. ComeElec Internet Services is a for profit organization as defined by Wis. Stat. § 196.504(1).

3.2.2 Description of the project

a. The project encompasses a large portion of Grant County including portions of lowa and
Lafayette Counties. Grant County is the largest county in the State of Wisconsin and sits at the
heart of the driftless region. Static map on next page.

Map URL:
https://gis.lafayettecountywi.org/FreeDownloads/ComElecGrantCountyNewTowerSitesMap.zip



mailto:Abby.haas@lafayettecountywi.org
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b. As this application is for fixed wireless broadband, ComElec will be utilizing tower sites to
provide service to underserved and unserved areas. Due to the nature of the towers, the
towers will inevitably also reach households and businesses within census blocks designated as
served. Tower locations were chosen based upon reach to underserved and unserved areas as
well as elevation.

c. An explanation of how the proposed project will increase broadband access. Include
information about the:
o Potential and expected number of households served, including number of unserved and
underserved locations.

Potential Underserved Potential Unserved
Residential & Businesses Residential & Businesses
572 18

e Grant County is unable to accurately estimate the number of seasonal residents and tourists
served by this project. Grant County currently has 949 seasonal households dispersed
throughout the county (Grant County Housing and Workforce Study 2018).

e Available Packages:

Monthly Fee Download Speed/Upload Speed
$55.00 50 Mbps x 20 Mbps
$89.00 100 Mbps x 20 Mbps

$139.00 100 Mbps x 100 Mbps

d. The proposed project is for middle-mile and last-mile broadband service.

e. ComeElec will be using a fixed point wireless system for the distribution to the residential homes
and businesses made by Cambium Networks.
The access points will be 450m model in the 5GHz and 3GHz CBRS band. In the CBRS band we
own a PAL license which guarantees a clear channel. Once available ComElec will also use the
6GHz band.
ComeElec’s towers will be connected back to their core via a redundant hybrid middle-mile
design. It will utilize two different fiber providers that have a diverse path to core, and licensed
microwaves made by Cambium Networks that will also connect to core.
ComeElec will be offering packages of up to 100 mbps download speeds and up to 100mb upload
speeds. It will be a shared bandwidth solution that uses a proprietary MU-MIMO signal.
The sites will be installed with a range that will help with minimizing interference while
maximizing the use of the wireless spectrum.
When the build is completed, the design and installation will conform to all applicable federal,
state and local requirements and standard engineering practice and the installed infrastructure
will provide the service levels and speeds stated in this application.



f. This is a middle and last-mile project; not applicable.

g. Schedule:

Months Specific and Measurable Milestones
Months 1to 5 Permits and construction drawings.
Months 6 to 10 FCC Coordination and equipment staging.
Months 11 to 15 Install all equipment.
Months 16 to 20 Configure tune and test equipment.
Months 21 to 24 Install Customers.

3.2.3 Itemized Budget

site Sghz4som  3ghz450m Ground Cats  DCCable hSync 850 820cHP  MicroDC FCC supply  Batteries Cabinel  Brackets APs BacketsMicro insulators? Insulolors4 L.COM  Fuse Block
ABJGL 4 0 0 600 0 1 1 1] 0 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 1
Bagley 4 1] 0 1320 o 1 1 ] o 1 1 4 1 Y 2 4 2 1 1
Beetown 4 ] 0 1320 0 1 1 o 0 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 i
Bloomington 4 1] 0 1000 o 1 1 1 250 2 1 4 1 2 4 4 4 1 1
Camel Ridge 4 0 0 600 o 1 1] 1 150 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 1
Condry GL 4 1] 0 720 o 1 o 1 180 1 1 4 1 Y 2 4 2 1 1
CR G Silo 4 0 0 600 0 1 1 0 0 ;] 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 i
Greenwood Silo 4 0 0 600 0 1 2 o o 2 1 4 1 2 4 4 4 1 1
Heil 4 0 0 960 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 1
Lancaster East 4 4 4 1600 aoo 1 2 (1] (i} 2 1 4 1 4 4 a 4 1 1
Lancaster North 4 0 0 800 o 1 1 1] o 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 1
Logan Silo 4 1] 0 560 o 1 2 0 o 2 1 4 1 2 4 4 4 1 1
Monfort 4 0 0 as0 0 1 1 o 0 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 *
Mt Hope WT 4 0 0 640 0 1 1 0 o 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 1
Patch Grove WT 4 0 0 720 o 1 1 1] o 1 1 4 1 2 2 4 2 1 1
Pinnacle 4 1] 0 1320 0 1 1 0 o 1 1 4 1 2 pd 4 2 1 1
Platteville WT 4 4 4 1920 960 1 1 o 0 1 1 4 1 4 2 a 2 1 1
Potosi 4 1] 0 720 0 1 1 1 180 2 1 4 1 2 4 4 4 1 1
Queen Bee Tennyson 4 0 0 1320 1] 1 1 1 330 2 1 4 1 2 4 4 4 1 1
Reynolds Silo 4 1] 0 480 o 1 2 ] o 2 1 4 1 v 4 4 4 1 1
Stitzer 4 [ 0 640 o 1 1 1 160 2 1 4 1 2 4 4 4 1 i
Substation GL 4 0 0 760 0 1 1 1] o 1 1 4 1 2 pd 4 2 1 1
Weinbrenner Silo 4 0 0 400 a 1 1 1 100 2 1 4 1 2 4 4 4 1 1
Cost $5026.72 §6,39472 $34656 $0.18 $0.56 $2,32519 $11,50000 $19,50000 5056 $120000 $235380 §$250.00 $2,85100 $56.00 $12348 $77.00 $17952 §28348 $323.00
Equipment Total QTY 92 g 8 20480 1760 23 25 ¥ 1350 32 23 92 23 50 64 100 64 23 23
Cost Extended §462,45824 §51,157.76 5277248 §$3,686.40 §98560 $53.479.37 $227,500.00 $136,500.00 S§756.00 $38.400.00 $54,137.40 $23,000.00 $65.573.00 $2,800.00 $7,90272 §7.700.00 $1148928 $6520.04 §7.429.00

Project Egipment Total 51,224 247 2%

Labor $65,200.00
Total Project 51,279,447 25

Price list for equipment, supplies and labor. Please note the designation of “equipment” on the
itemized budget does not match the PSC’s description of equipment. On the budget summary
page (pg 4), the applicable supplies vs equipment have been designated as such to match the
PSC’s description. The tower sites in this application will be leased ComElec Internet Services.
This grant application does not require any additional land or building purchases.

a. As the itemized budget pages show, this grant, if awarded, will not subsidize the expenses
of a telecommunications provider or the monthly bills of telecommunications customers.

b. The grant funds requested will be used for the sole purpose of constructing broadband
infrastructure in the areas covered by the application.



3.2.4 Priority factors supporting the application

a. Matching funds. Please see page 4.

b. Public-private partnerships. Grant County Development Corporation and Prosperity
Southwest Wisconsin (the regional economic development organization) have passed
resolutions for the support of private internet service providers. Please see documentation
at the end of this application.

c. Existing broadband service. Please see the chart below for existing internet service
providers. Please note, the topography of Southwest Wisconsin makes it extremely difficult
to gauge actual service available to each individual household and business. We have
statements from next-door neighbors indicating that one household has access to
broadband service, while the other can only utilize satellite or mobile internet service.

Service Provider Download Speed/ Upload | Full Price Range Type of Service
Speed
ComElec 40.0 Mbps/10.0 Mbps $35-5100 Wireless Broadband
40.0 Mbps/5.0 Mbps
Bug Tussel 12.0 Mbps/3.0 Mbps $44.99-599.99 Wireless Broadband
25.0 Mbps/5.0 Mbps
CenturyLink 25.0 Mbps/2.0 Mbps $50-?? Wireline

15.0 Mbps/0.75 Mbps
10.0 Mbps/1.0 Mbps

TDS Telecom 5.0 Mbps/0.512 Mbps $39.95-?? Wireline
25.0 Mbps/5.0 Mbps
Mediacom 100 Mbps/10 Mbps $19.99-$79.99 Cable Modem
Wireline

d. Project impact. Grant County is a patchwork of areas designated as an un/underserved
area in accordance with the current PSC Wisconsin Map. The site upgrades proposed in this
application will reach as much of that un/underserved areas, but will also cross and cover
areas designated as served. Residents in these areas need high-speed, reliable and
affordable broadband service in order to work remotely, engage with friends and family and
have access to remote learning. Most area schools districts report roughly 15% of students
do not have access to high speed, reliable internet. Those students deserve to be able to
attend remote classes and broadband should not be the limiting factor.




e. Scalability. For the proposed project, nodes are able to be added as new subscribers sign-
up in order to maintain high speeds without bandwidth slowing service down.
This grant will enable ComElec to provide high speed, low latency broadband with no data
caps to unserved and underserved areas. This service will allow customers to subscribe to
any streaming service that is available now and any new services that become available in
the future. As well as run any program necessary to telecommute, access data, connect with
healthcare providers and connect with educational institutions. The proposed sites will be
covering small communities and the surrounding rural areas.

f. Economic development.
ComeElec prides itself on remaining one of the most affordable Internet option in the Tri-State
area. Rates have remained unchanged in recent years to ensure affordability and access to all
residents, regardless of income level. It is for that reason that Grant County works closely with
ComéElec to ensure affordable Internet service is available to all residents.

Grant County is the largest county in the state of Wisconsin and many businesses are attracted
to the area. The topography draws people to visit and live here, however it makes it difficult to
have access to high speed, reliable internet. When slow internet, costly internet and
unreliable internet become a limiting factor for residents and businesses, we limit the full
potential of Grant County.

g. Effect upon broadband service to adjacent areas. The proposed project will not impair the
ability of broadband service providers to extend broadband service to areas adjacent to the
proposed project area. ComElec currently works with many other service providers on last-
mile projects and due to ComElec’s cost saving strategy that utilizes existing structures, there
are still many areas that are in need of broadband improvement where a tower structure will
need to be erected which is a better fit for other broadband providers’ business model.

3.2.5 Other information supporting the application



RESOLUTION 18-02
OF
Lafayette Development Corporation

The Lafayette Development Corporation (“LDC”), hereby consents to the following resolutions, with said consent
to have the same force and effect as a unanimous vote thereon:

WHEREAS, ComElec Internet (“ComElec™) desires to commence a project consisting of the construction and
operation of certain wireless communications services to provide the most advanced infrastructure to unserved and
underserved residents of Lafayette County;

WHEREAS, The LDC, in recognition of the broadband underserved areas of its community, secks to enter into a
quasi-public/private venture to obtain, maintain and increase broadband coverage for the support of education, health care,
growth of business, retention of existing business, tourism promotion, and overall economic vitality and sustainability;

WHEREAS, The LDC desires to pursue Broadband Expansion Grants offered by and through the State of
Wisconsin Public Service Commission;

WHEREAS, ComElec is willing and able to partmer with the LDC to provide the latest advancements in
broadband coverage and to seek all available grants available to provide and subsidize the cost of necessary broadband
infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, The LDC desires to pursue and make application for any and all grant money available for
broadband coverage with the assistance of ComElec.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the undersigned as follows:

RESOLVED, that the LDC authorizes the application to the State of Wisconsin Public Service for broadband
expansion grants in partnership with ComElec; and

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the LDC, subject to additional negotiations and approvals, will enter into a
Development Agreement by and between ComElec; and

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the duly appointed LDC representative is authorized to do all such acts and to
execute, acknowledge and deliver all such documents as he or she may be authorized by the LDC Board to be necessary
or desirable in order to carry out and comply with the terms and provisions of these resolutions, and all of the acts of the
LDC which are in conformity with the intent and purposes of these resolutions, whether previously or subsequently taken
or done, are in all respects ratified, approved and confirmed; and

RESOLVED FURTHER, that all prior acts of the LDC in furtherance of the transactions contemplated by the
within resolutions be and are hereby approved.

Dated: , January 23,20 18
y 7
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LAFAYETTE DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

March 10, 2022

Wisconsin Broadband Office

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
Hill Farms State Office Building

North Tower, 6™ Floor

4822 Madison Yards Way

Madison, WI 53705

To Whom it May Concern,

We at Lafayette Development Corporation, would like to voice our strong support for the
expansion of broadband across Lafayette County and Grant County in southwest Wisconsin.
Access to broadband is seen as essential to the growth and diversification of our economy. It has
become increasingly difficult for our businesses and schools to compete with the limited access
to high-speed internet in the area.

Lafayette Development Corporation has partnered with ComElec Internet Services to increase
broadband access across both Lafayette and Grant Counties for all of our residents and
businesses.

With Covid, the issues surrounding broadband have only become more apparent. Our school
districts, when classes were held virtually, had many students who did not have access to reliable
internet to attend class. This poses tremendous obstacles to their education. Even though we are,
thankfully, back in person for school now, reliable internet access continues to be a needed tool
for research, homework, communications and additional educational materials. We hope that
soon, every household and student within Grant County will have access to affordable, reliable,
high speed internet as a tool for success in their current schooling, and their futures.

We no longer can have our essential services; healthcare, education and public services limited
due to our situation with broadband access. We have seen a unification of our local resources
through this pandemic to promote the expansion of broadband and hope that this effort will soon
resolve this issue.

Sincerely,

A o SN o=
& &

Gary McCrea

President



March 12, 2022

Wisconsin Broadband Office

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
Hill Farms State Office Building

North Tower, 6t Floor

4822 Madison Yards Way

Madison, WI 53705

To Whom it May Concern,

We at Lafayette County, would like to voice our strong support for the expansion of broadband
across Lafayette County and Grant County in southwest Wisconsin. Access to broadband is seen
as essential to the growth and diversification of our economy. It has become increasingly
difficult for our businesses and schools to compete with the limited access to high-speed
internet in the area.

Lafayette County Economic Development will partner with ComElec Internet Services for all
grant applications in Lafayette County and provide $500.00 cash match to support the
expansion of broadband services.

With Covid, the issues surrounding broadband have only become more apparent. Our school
districts, when classes were held virtually, had many students who did not have access to
reliable internet to attend class. This poses tremendous obstacles to their education. Even
though we are, thankfully, back in person for school now, reliable internet access continues to
be a needed tool for research, homework, communications and additional educational
materials. We hope that soon, every household and student within Lafayette County will have
access to affordable, reliable, high speed internet as a tool for success in their current
schooling, and their futures.

We no longer can have our essential services; healthcare, education and public services limited
due to our situation with broadband access. We have seen a unification of our local resources
through this pandemic to promote the expansion of broadband and hope that this effort will
soon resolve this issue.

Sincerely,
W 2. fho
M:,rnw i
Carol Korn

Chair of Economic Development
Lafayette County

Lafayette County Economic Development | 627 Washington Street Darlington, W1 53530 | 608-776-4860

X




March 15, 2022

Wisconsin Broadband Office

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
Hill Farms State Office Building

North Tower, 6% Floor

4822 Madison Yards Way

Madison, WI 53705

To Whom it May Concern,

We at Grant County Economic Development Corporation, would like to voice our strong support for the
expansion of broadband across Grant County and Lafayette County in southwest Wisconsin. Access to
broadband is seen as essential to the growth and diversification of our economy. It has become
increasingly difficult for our businesses and schools to compete with the limited access to high-speed
internet in the area.

We have partnered with ComElec Internet Services to identify the areas where broadband access need
is the greatest across Grant and Lafayette Counties

With Covid, the issues surrounding broadband have only become more apparent. Our school districts,
when classes were held virtually, had many students who did not have access to reliable internet to
attend class. This poses tremendous obstacles to their education. Even though we are, thankfully, back
in person for school now, reliable internet access continues to be a needed tool for research,
homework, communications and additional educational materials. We hope that soon, every household
and student within Southwest Wisconsin will have access to affordable, reliable, high speed internet as a
tool for success in their current schooling, and their futures.

We no longer can have our essential services; healthcare, education and public services limited due to
our situation with broadband access. We have seen a unification of our local resources through this
pandemic to promote the expansion of broadband and hope that this effort will soon resolve this issue.

Grant County Development Corporation will also provide $1,000 in cash match to all of ComElec’s Grant
Applications that service Grant County municipalities.

Sincerely,

r ¥
ﬁ?“m '-@i‘%rz?&’)
Ron Brisbois
Exec Director

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP.

WE'VE GOT THE CORNER ON GOOD BUSINESS




WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE

P. O. Box 7882 Madison, WI 53707-7882

March 10, 2022

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
4822 Madison Yards Way

North Tower - 6th Floor

Madison, Wisconsin 53705

RE: Lafayette County Broadband Expansion
Dear Public Service Commission:

I am writing to request your consideration of applications from ComElec Internet Services that
will significantly expand broadband acess in Lafayette and Grant Counties.

The applications address many underserved and unserved areas as well as increase existing
broadband services to 100 Mbps download speed from the previously available 25 Mbps
download speed.

Reliable internet is vital for our rural communities in southwest Wisconsin. These four
applications from ComElec will directly impact our underserved/unserved areas in Lafayette
County and provide necessary broadband for those who are working from home, accessing
virtual healthcare appointments, and attending educational classes online.

Thank you again for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I may provide
additional information or input.

Sincerely,

Lk

Howard Marklein
State Senator

17" Senate District
(608)-266-0703

Capitol Office: Post Office Box 7882 « Madison, WI 53707-7882 = (608) 266-0703 = Toll-Free: (800) 978-8008 = Fax: (608) 282-3557
District Phone: (608) 588-5632 = Sen.Marklein@legis.wi.gov
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March 12, 2022

Wisconsin Broadband Office

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
Hill Farms State Office Building

North Tower, 6 Floor

4822 Madison Yards Way

Madison, WI 53705

To Whom it May Concern,

We at Prosperity Southwest, would like to voice our strong support for the expansion of broadband
across Lafayette County in southwest Wisconsin. Access to broadband is seen as essential to the growth
and diversification of our economy. It has become increasingly difficult for our businesses and schools to
compete with the limited access to high-speed internet in the area.

PSW is dedicated to assisting ComElec Internet Services in broadband expansion across all of Southwest
Wisconsin and will partner and collaborate to ensure increased access for residents and businesses.

With Covid, the issues surrounding broadband have only become more apparent. Our school districts,
when classes were held virtually, had many students who did not have access to reliable internet to
attend class. This poses tremendous obstacles to their education. Even though we are, thankfully, back
in person for school now, reliable internet access continues to be a needed tool for research,
homework, communications and additional educational materials. We hope that soon, every household
and student within Southwest Wisconsin will have access to affordable, reliable, high speed internet as a
tool for success in their current schooling, and their futures.

We no longer can have our essential services; healthcare, education and public services limited due to
our situation with broadband access. We have seen a unification of our local resources through this
pandemic to promote the expansion of broadband and hope that this effort will soon resolve this issue.

Sincerely,

i W Yot

Abby Haas, President
Prosperity Southwest Wisconsin

On behalf of the Prosperity Southwest Board of Directors

Prosperity Southwest Wisconsin
contact@prosperitysouthwest.com
608-571-3864
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE » 49" ASSEMBLY DISTRICT PO. Box 8953
Madison, W1 53708-8953

March 11, 2022

Mr. Dennis Klaila

Public Service Commission
610 North Whitney Way
Madison, WI 53707

Dear Public Service Commission:

I would like to express my support for the upgrade and installation of 100 Mbps download speed broadband
service throughout Lafayette and Grant Counties in southwest Wisconsin. Access to broadband is seen as
essential to the growth and diversification of our economy. It has become increasingly difficult for our
businesses and schools to compete with the limited access to high speed internet in the area.

The issues surrounding broadband have only become more apparent especially during the Covid pandemic. Our
school districts, when classes were held virtually, had many students who did not have access to reliable
internet to attend class. This poses tremendous obstacles to their education. Even though we are, thankfully,
back in person for school now, reliable internet access continues to be a needed tool for research, homework,
communications and additional educational materials. We hope that soon, every household and student within
Lafayette County will have access to affordable, reliable, high speed internet as a tool for success in their
current schooling, and their futures.

We no longer can have our essential services; healthcare, education and public services limited due to our
situation with broadband access. We have seen a unification of our local resources through this pandemic to
promote the expansion of broadband and hope that this effort will soon resolve this issue.

[ urge you to support this application and request that your award this broadband application to address the
urgent needs of residents in our area for faster broadband services.

Sincerely,

Travis Tranel

49th Assembly District
State Representative





